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Tickets Going Fast! 

Agenda Loaded for Annual Dinner in Williamsville June 15: 

Tram Tour, Museum Look, Elections, Lincoln Talk, More! 

 

      A ticket to this year's Sangamon County His-

torical Society annual dinner in Williamsville on 

Tuesday, June 15 will bring you more than a deli-

cious sit-down supper.  

      In addition to getting some expert insight from 

nationally-known Lin-

coln historian Timothy 

Townsend into a Presi-

dential election that 

changed history 150 

years ago and voting for 

new directors and board 

members, youôll have a 

chance to win some sen-

sational prizes including 

signed and framed lim-

ited edition mixed-media 

artworks, tickets to San-

gamon Auditorium and 

New Salemôs Theater in 

the Park, appraisals of antique books, autographed 

copies of some popular history books, antiques, 

Route 66 collectibles, tickets to Lincolnôs ghost 

walk, and more! 

     The fun, in fact, begins even before the 6:30 

p.m. dinner. Starting at 5 p.m., you can hop aboard 

a tram for free guided 15 minute tour of Williams-

villeôs grand historic homes and sites and then wan-

der through the  communityôs famous Boxcar Mu-

seum filled with local history and Route 66 memo-

rabilia. The Wil-

liamsville Library, 

housed in the former 

Williamsville rail-

road station just next 

door, will have some 

special exhibits for 

you to see. 

      Across the street 

and down the block 

from the Williams-

vi l le Munic ipal 

Building/Community 

Center (where the 

dinner will be held), 

you can check out the nostalgic Route 66 gas sta-

tion, complete with two digit per gallon price signs 

that should bring back a flood of memories and 

tears to the eye. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Membership in the Sangamon County Historical Society is open 

to both individuals and families. Dues are $17.50 per year for 

individuals, $25 for a family, $50 for a sustaining member. For 

Individual Life Membership, there is a one-time payment of 

$250 and for Family Life Member, a one-time payment of $400. 

For a membership form and/or additional information, contact 

the Society at 522-2500 or write to us at 308 East Adams Street, 

Springfield, IL 62701. 

  

From the Presidentôs Podium 

Nancy  
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Individual Members 
David Joens 

Robert E. Schaaf 
Dylan Shomidie 

Francie Staggs 

The Sangamon County Historical Society thanks those who have 

joined or upgraded their membership level this monthéand to 

those who have generously made donations in support of our goals. 

JUNE MEMBERSHIP  and DONOR REPORT 

 
Presidentéééééé...ééé...Nancy L. Chapin 
Vice-Presidentéééé.éééé.ééDavid Scott 
Secretaryéééééé..éééé.é.Curtis Mann 
Treasureréééééééééé..Paul R. Mueller 

Honorary Director  

William Hughes Diller Jr. 

Directors to 2010 

R-Lou Barker Ê  Elaine Birtch 

Kim Efird Ê Sue Wall Ê Martha Wolters 

Directors to 2011 

Jack Alexander Ê  Connie Locher  Bussard 

John Huther Ê Don Springer Ê Jane Vetter 

Directors to 2012 
Tim Krell  Ê  Vicki Megginson 

Donna Catlin Ê  Roger Whitaker Ê James H. Beaumont   

20092009--2010 Officers2010 Officers  
  Sangamon County Historical SocietySangamon County Historical Society  

COMMITTEE CHAIRS: Finance: Tim Krell; Hospitality: Jane Vetter; Long Range Planning: David Scott; 

Membership: Connie Bussard; Nominating: Phyllis Eubanks; Program: Jack Alexander; Tours: Susan 

Hammond; Project Awards: Elaine Birtch; Publications: John Huther, Historico editor: Vicky Whitaker. 

Wonderful Year, Fond Memories, Thanks for Support  
     The Society has almost concluded another year. We 

have only a very special bus tour of the Sugar Creek area 

scheduled for June 5 and the Annual Meeting in Wil-

liamsville on the 15th to close out a year of wonderful 

programs attended by more people than ever before!  

     Our congratulations go to Jack Alexander, Program 

Committee Chairman and his committee: Vicki Meggin-

son, Pam VanAlstine and Roger Whitaker for a job well 

done! 

     Increasingly we have events brought to our attention, 

or think of scheduling events, with no time left to let you 

know about them in the next Historico. Now, as we pre-

pare to put the Historico to bed until September, we real-

ize if we had your e-mail addresses we could alert you to 

activities that may be of interest. (Maybe thatôs called 

catching up with the 21ST century!) Please do include 

your e-mail address on your renewal.  

     If you have already renewed, or are a life member, 

please send an e-mail to Theresa at Robinsonôs so she can 

add your address to the membership list: 

ras1915@xanadoo.com. (The address letters and numbers 

stand for Robinsonôs Advertising Service, which ori- 

ginated in 1915!). Then I have to ask you to please bear 

with us as we learn to handle such a large file of email 

addresses, but we do think they will help us keep the 

membership better informed. 

      Sadly Curtis Mann will be retiring from the Board at 

the end of this fiscal year. Curtis has been vital to the So-

cietyôs existence for many years. He has been most gen-

erous with his time and the resources of the Sangamon 

Valley Collection in supporting all of our various re-

quests, and his steady hand has kept us on track through 

thick and thin. 

      We will still be utilizing the SVC as a repository of 

all of our records, and Iôm sure Curtis will be ever helpful 

when he has time, but he has taken on a host of additional 

responsibilities at the library, and his time will be very 

limited.  Thanks, Curtis, for the multitude of things you 

have done over the years to help the Society!! 

      My term as President will be over as of the Annual 

Meeting, and I want to thank you all for your support and 

encouragement! Itôs been a fun two years! 

Life Members 
Rosemary King 

David & Virginia Scott 
Roger & Vicky Whitaker 

Bruce & Joan Beeman 

Charles & Elizabeth Budinger 

Michael & Patricia Carmody 

Harry & Susie Estill  

DONATIONS 
Cullom & Ann Davis 

Paul Schanbacker 

Matthew Vernau 

MEMBERSHIPS 

Family Members 

C. E. & Joleen Welch 

mailto:ras1915@xanadoo.com
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...HISTORY NEWS YOU CAN USE...HISTORY NEWS YOU CAN USE...HISTORY NEWS YOU CAN USE...  

 

HONORED: The Illinois State Historical Society honored 

Daniel Buck (right) on May 19 when it named him ñISHS 

Volunteer of the Decade.ò Making the presentationðat 

the ISHS annual luncheon held at the Executive Mansion 

in Springfieldðwas ISHS president Mark Sorensen (left). 

Buck was an ISHS volunteer for several years and has 

been involved in several history-related organizations. 

History Anew June 5 
 

Still Time to Hop Aboard the Bus  

For a Tour of Sugar Creek Area 

   At press time, there were still a few seats available for 

the Saturday, June 5 tour of the Cotton Hill District, San-

gamon Countyôs birthplace. The areaðin and around 

Sugar Creekðwas home to the first generation of settlers 

here. 

     Traveling in a comfortable, air conditioned bus, par-

ticipants in the tourða joint project of the Society and 

the Elijah Iles House Foundationð will hear stories and 

descriptions of Sangamonôs earliest settlement sites and 

view over five 19th century farm houses and early family 

cemeteries. At two of the cemeteries, actors will portray 

several of the early settles buried there.  
 

      The tour, expected to take about two-and-a half hours, 

will leave from the Meijerôs parking lot off Veterans 

Parkway (Route 4), Springfield, at 1 p.m. Sites and his-

tory along the route of Sugar Creek will be detailed by 

historian Dick Hart on the way down and back.  
 

      Tour takers also will receive a commemorative guide 

that will provide additional details about each site. 
 

     The tour is the first of several activities in preparation 

for Yale professor John Mack Faragherôs visit to Spring-

field to help the Society celebrate its 50th anniversary 

next April. Faragher, author of ñSugar Creek: Life on the 

Illinois Prairieò (Yale University Press) teaches the his-

tory of the American West and directs Yaleôs  Howard R. 

Lamar Center for the Study of Frontiers and Borders.  

      Tickets for the bus tour, at $40 for members of each 

organization, and $50 for non-members, can be ordered 

from the Society. Call 522-2500 for reservations. 

    Thought we forgot about 

you when you didnôt see 

your name on the current 

membership list published in 

last monthôs Historico? 

     We didnôt.  

     Computers may be great 

tools, but trying to automati-

cally translate the informa-

tion saved on two different 

formats can lead to strange 

results...which is why the 

names of about 14 members 

were  un in ten t i ona l l y 

dropped in the process.  Our 

computer apologizes...and 

we do too. 

    Here are the names of our 

ñmissingò members:  

LIFE  
Charles Jones Northrup  

 

FAMILY  
Robert & Janice Irwin  

Michael & Jennifer Logan  

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Narmont  

Bud & Mary Jo Potter  

James K & LuAnne Russell  

Judith A. Schmidt Family  

 

INDIVIDUAL  
John Andrew Barker  

Patricia A. Lloyd  

Richard A. Lusardi  

Tara McAndrew  

Bob McIntyre  

Barbara Roseberry  

Betty Tabor Woods  

Ann Kramer  

Alice E. Martin 

     In addition, the ñJr.ò was 

omitted from the name of 

Individual Member John E. 

Roberts Jr. and the III was 

dropped from the name of 

family members  Mr. and 

Mrs. J.W. Patton III.  

Missing From the Societyôs Membership List?  Not Anymore 

HAVE YOU RENEWEDHAVE YOU RENEWED ? 

To renew your membership 

for 2010-2011, see the form 

on page 7. 

http://www.yale.edu/lamarcenter/
http://www.yale.edu/lamarcenter/

