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NEXT MONTH 
   Topic: Springfieldôs Donner Family:  

            Trials of the Pioneer Trail, 1846 

   Speaker: Don Springer 

   Date:  April 20   Time: 7 p.m. 

   Location:  Brookens Library 

       University of Illinois, Springfield 

History in the Making, March 16:History in the Making, March 16:History in the Making, March 16:   
 

Scholar to Tell  Scholar to Tell  Scholar to Tell  StoryStoryStory   BehindBehindBehind   

HoHoHow w w Illinois Became Illinois Became Illinois Became aa  StaStatetete   
Dr. David Scott 

     It was just 200 years 

ago that Illinois became a 

state.  

     Getting there wasnôt 

easy, as scholar David 

Scott will show on Tues-

day, March 16, when he 

speaks to the Society on 

ñHow Illinois Became A 

State.ò  

     The presentation, part of 

a series of free monthly 

program meetings that are 

open to the public, will be-

gin at 7 p.m. at the Lincoln 

Public Library, 326 S. Sev-

enth Street, Springfield. 

     Dr. Scott, a past presi-

dent of the Illinois State 

Historical Society, vice-

president of the Sangamon 

County Historical Society 

and chair of its Long Range 

Planning Committee, will 

look at the key players in 

the drive toward statehood 

as well as their motives, 

and how their efforts 

shaped the way Illinois 

would be governed in the 

future. 

     He intends to illustrate 

his talk with maps that will 

be distributed to audience 

members ñto indicate when 

the current boundaries of 

Illinois were put in place.ò 

     A retired university pro-

fessor and educational pol-

icy consultant, Dr. Scott 

has had a long running in-

terest in the structure of 

government, underscored 

during the six years he 

spent as a full-time faculty 

member at Northern Illi-

nois University, where he 

taught courses in state and 

local government. 
 

     A more broadly focused 

article he authored on 

ñIllinois: From Territory to 

State,ò appeared in the No-

vember-December 2009 

issue of Illinois Heritage, a 

magazine published six 

times a year by the Illinois 

State Historical Society. 
 

     In a profile last year in 

Historico, Dr. Scott 
pointed out that his teach-
ing experience at Northern 
Illinois University had al-
lowed him to become ñvery 
familiar with the develop-
ment, structure and func-
tions of state and county 

governments.ò 

     The great-grandson of 
the president of Ohio State 
University, Dr. Scott has 
had a life-long interest in 
history and historic preser-
vation. He is a former 
president of the Historic 
Preservation Association of 
Springfield and served on 
the Mayorôs Historic Sites 
Commission. 

Springer 



 

Membership in the Sangamon County Histori-

cal Society is open to both individuals and 

families. Dues are $17.50 per year for individu-

als, $25 for a family, $50 for a sustaining mem-

ber. For Individual Life Membership, there is a 

one-time payment of $250 and for Family Life 

Member, a one-time payment of $400. For a 

membership form and/or additional informa-

tion, contact the Society at 522-2500 or write to 

us at 308 East Adams Street, Springfield, IL 

62701. 

  

From the Presidentôs Podium 

Nancy  
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New Family Members 

Michael & Jennifer Logan 

Judith A. Schmidt Family 

Bert Morton & Lee Korty 

Brad and Carolyn Swanson 

New Individual Members 

John E. Roberts 

Ilene Casebeer 

The Sangamon County Historical Society  is pleased to add the  
following people to its membership ranks this month: 

MARCH  REPORT  

 
Presidentéééééé...ééé...Nancy L. Chapin 
Vice-Presidentéééé.éééé.ééDavid Scott 
Secretaryéééééé..éééé.é.Curtis Mann 
Treasureréééééééééé..Paul R. Mueller 

Honorary Director  

William Hughes Diller Jr. 

Directors to 2010 

R-Lou Barker Ê  Elaine Birtch 

Kim Efird Ê Sue Wall Ê Martha Wolters 

Directors to 2011 

Jack Alexander Ê  Connie Locher  Bussard 

John Huther Ê Don Springer Ê Jane Vetter 

Directors to 2012 
Tim Krell  Ê  Vicki Megginson 

Donna Catlin Ê  Roger Whitaker Ê James H. Beaumont   

20092009--2010 Officers2010 Officers  
  Sangamon County Historical SocietySangamon County Historical Society  

COMMITTEE CHAIRS: Finance: Tim Krell; Hospitality: Jane Vetter; Long Range Planning: David Scott; 

Membership: Connie Bussard; Nominating: Phyllis Eubanks; Program: Jack Alexander; Tours: Susan 

Hammond; Project Awards: Elaine Birtch; Publications: John Huther, Historico editor: Vicky Whitaker. 

Society Website Adds Immediacy; Mini Festival on June 15 

     I donôt know if you have noticed, but the Society 

has a wonderful new resource!  

     Within hours of the funeral train markerôs dedica-

tion at the Amtrak station, pictures and a report were 

up on our website! And again, immediately after the 

popular Interurban program was completed in the 

Carnegie Room of the library, a picture of the crowd 

and a synopsis of Dale Jenkinsô fascinating talk was 

posted!  

     The report began with Daleôs story of his sitting 

on the tracks as a small boy in order to stop the train 

and went right through his love of trains to the de-

mise of the Interurban system in 1981. It was a won-

derful program, and if you missed it, you can still 

savor many of the details online! 

     Vicky Whitaker also brought printouts of some of 

the Mercury Studio photos for which we are seeking 

identifications to the meeting, which proved helpful 

as new identifications were made. The pictures will 

be much more valuable as time goes on if we know 

if we know who and what they represent. 
 

     Do check the sancohis.org site weekly as new 

pictures are put up regularly.  
 

     We are putting together a mini-festival in Wil-

liamsville around the annual meeting on June 15. 

Plans are still being developed, but activities will 

probably start about 5 p.m. with tours of the Box Car 

Museum, the Train Depot library, etc. before the 

regular dinner and program meeting at 6:30 p.m.  
 

     If you would like to have a limo or bus made 

available for the trip up and back, please call 

Theresa, 522-2500, and let her know.  

 

You will not be making a commitment; just letting 

us know whether or not the service is worth pursu-

ing. Obviously there will need to be a charge for the 

service. 

Donations 
Richard McLane 

The Society thanks you for your generosity in providing additional 
support for our programs! 
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...HISTORY NEWS YOU CAN USE...HISTORY NEWS YOU CAN USE...HISTORY NEWS YOU CAN USE...  

ALL EYES ARE TRAINED on railroad historian Dale Jenkins as he addresses the Societyôs February 16 program 

meeting. The session, focusing on the now defunct Illinois Traction System, a 550 mile interurban rail line that 

served commuters here from 1895 through the mid 1950s, drew more than 100 attendees. Jenkins is president of 

the Illinois Traction Society. For more on the meeting, check the SCHS website, www.sancohis.org. 

     If you act quickly, you can take a 
walk back in time by signing up for a 
Society-sponsored tour of the State Ar-
chives. 
     The Wednesday, March 31 tour is 
limited to the first 15 people who phone 
in a reservation. Dave Joens, Illinois 
State Archives Director, will lead the 
tour that begins at 1:30 p.m.  with stops 
at the reference room, conservation lab, 
the Directorôs 
Office and some 
of the stacks.  
     Along the 
way, Joens will 
talk about the 
Archives and its 
various func-
tions. The tour should run about an hour 
or less, depending on how many ques-
tions are fielded by the group. 
     Call Theresa at 522-2500 to reserve a 
spot and let her know if you would be 
interested in eating lunch as a group be-
forehand.  Unless other arrangements are 
made, the group will meet in the lobby of 
the Norton Building (enter on north 
side). Parking is on Edwards Street or in 
the visitor's lot. Special arrangements can 
be made for drop off in the parking lot if 
necessary. 

Melinda Iles would have loved it! 
 

Which is why it seems appropriate that on behalf of the Elijah 
Iles Foundation, sheôs the one issuing the invitation to a 214th birth-
day ñsoireeò  in honor of her husband, an event thatôs bound to be 
full of fun, great food, entertainment and more, promises an ener-
getic chair Bette Franke, 
who with former Founda-
tion president Dick Hart, 
is handling all the details. 

 

Expect lots of sur-
prises, says Franke, who 
is keeping the wraps on 
whatôs in store for guests 
who will be paying $100 
per person to attend the 
March 27 event at Iles 
House.  

ñSince itôs March, 
there will be lots of daffo-
dils [the traditional March 
flower] in the decorations, 
and there will be live mu-
sic by the River Ramblers 
Prairie Grass from Pawnee, but thatôs all I can tell you!ò she says. 
ñBut everyone can expect to have a great time!ò  

One of the highlights of the event will be a Silent Auction, but 
(Continued on page 6) 

 
 

 

Archives Visit March 31, 

Tour Limited to First 15  

Norton Building  

Salute to Barringers Set 
 

ñSoireeò Marking Ilesô 214th Birthday 

In March 27 Iles House ñFun Raiserò  

SALUTE SET: The Barringer family will be 

honored March 27 as part of  the 214th birth-

day festivities for Elijah Iles. 

Call Today! 


