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On Track For February 16

When Ralil Service Meant Real Service:
A Look at the Interurban in Springfield

Most people dondét r e meanblé. Thewrgsam wyl begin at Dpun. dt the ltine p

out your front gate, wave down a commuter trainamin Public Library, 326 Seventh Street, Springfield.
its way from Danville or Decatur and hop aboard toAltmission is free and is open to the public.

a daybés shopping in downt denkins & Sprindgfieddfnatieel wiha mow livésank e

overnighter to St. Louis.
Those were the days of the Il

electric interurban rail line that from s, N
1895 through the mid 1950s, pism= =
vided daily passenger service ': ‘ :
thousands living and working in ce-- =
|

tral, northern, and eastern Illinomm &'«
By the time it ceased operations
1981, it had become a complet=m=

== ‘éPéMP%
diesel powered freigkdnly service. .- i

Railroad historian Dale Jenkils m

RS et =, s

will talk about the origin, operatlow'- 0 ¥ ¥
- ) 8 g

and demise of this once bustll.—" -

commuter and freight line, when * o;._ . XA

speaks and provides visuals for ¢ 4" SOSEDE & 5 s KRS
Sangamon County Historical Soci-
etyos next meeti ng RALMANDdkSeskdsa Y ,

Decatur, is founder and now
president of the lllinois Traction
Society, a group that is preserv-
ing the history of the lllinois
Terminal Railroad and its
predecessor lines including the
lllinois Traction System that
provided electric passenger and
freight service to this area as
well as steanoperated freight

service. Il n his
its history and the role it played
in Springfield.

Jenkins grew up about a
block from the lllinois Traction
Systembs Springf
off Clear Lake Avenue and like
Feb -

(Contlnued on page 6

INSIDE: DEDICATION y
From the Presi de npFebpay9aplp [
Three Named to Board ............. 3|5 flor the

Member of the Mo deindlafriin €
Mystery Sol vedéé Mnémen. é.

Spring Meeting Scoha® & gighse

NEXT MONTH

State

8 2 Topic: How lllinois Became A
Speaker: David Scott
Date: March 16 Time: 7 p.m

Location: Lincoln Public Library,
. 8326 Seventh Street, Springfield
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—From the PrestTudogemTto0s rodr U
Mi ddl e School Awards I n
We were pleased t o pr es ewotkingiwahvedditiahal middte schaolkie thetfutuoe. mi d -

dle school teachers who attended our meeting at the Chat- The 50" Anniversary of the Society will be marked
ham Library on January 19Both awards reflected well in 2011 and we are pleased to announce that John Mack
the goals of the Society. Faragher, author dBugar Creek Yale University Press,
The Lincoln Magnet School history program has 1986, has agreed to come to speak at a commemoration
been active in local history projects at the Old State Capi-of the event.Sugar Creekdescribes the settlement of
tol and the lllinois History Fair for several years. Their southern Sangamon County from near Virden north along
request to purchase more materials on local historytoaid he <c¢creek to what i s now L
the students in their research was so appealing to thanalysis of the social aspects of frontier life set a new
Board that they offered to donate Society publications tostandard for historical research.
the school if they wanted them. Teacher Jodi Mitts is cur- Faraghero6s trip is the re
rently reviewing the Soci etthedsciethp and WIS. [The University is in the prelimi-
The Pleasant Plains Middle School request for fundsnary stages of planning a course on frontier studies
was to print up some of the materials now in the archivesaround the visit, and we will be looking into similar pro-
at UIS on the Clayville project for students to utilize in gramming to prepare for and/or enhance his visit. Jack
their study of various aspects of the village. Clayville Alexander initiated the contact and Vicki Megginson fol-
offers the opportunity for students to study local history, lowed up and helped get everyone on the same page.
from many angles, and the Board was delighted to aidThanks to you both!
with that endeavor. We welcome our three new Board members: Jim
The Board is also planning to work with UIS to see if Beaumont, Donna Catlin and Don Springer!
it is possible to furnish additional materials from the ar-

chives to the middle school students. We look forward to Nancy
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New Members
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The Sangamon County Historical Society 20092010 Officers
is pleased to add the following people Sangamon County Historical Society
to its membership ranks this month: President ééééé éNancy Lé @hapin.
. . Vice-Pr esi dent é éé é. éDnddéScoft é
Robert and Janice Irwin Secretaryéééééé. Catsblann é
George R. Kennedy Treasur er ééééé é adl&avueller

Director§ to 2010
R-LouABarkerE EAIaine Birtch
Kim Efird ESue WallEMartha Wolters

Membership in the Sangamon County Histori-
cal Society is open to both individuals and
families. Dues are $17.50 per year for individu-
als, $25 for a family, $50 for a sustaining mem-
ber. For Individual Life Membership, there is a
onetime payment of $250 and for Family Life
Member, a ondgime payment of $400. For a
membership form and/or additional informa-
tion, contact the Society at 522500 or write to
us at 308 East Adams Street, Springfield, IL
62701.

Direptors to 2011
Jack AIexangIeE Connie Lopher Bussard
John HutheEDon SpringelEJane Vetter

Directors to 2012
Tim Krell E Vicki Megginson
Donna CatlinE Roger WhitakeE James H. Beaumont

Honorary Director
William Hughes Diller Jr.

COMMITTEE CHAIRS: Finance: Tim Krell; Hospitality: Jane Vettert.ong Range PlanningDavid Scott;
Membership:Connie BussardJominating: Phyllis EubanksProgram: Jack AlexanderTours: Susan
Hammond Project Awards:Elaine Birtch;Publications: John HutherHistorico editor: Vicky Whitaker.
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...HISTORY NEWS YOU CAN USE...HISTORY NEWS YOU CAN USE...HISTORY NEWS YOU CAN USE...

MEET THE
HISTORY PROJECT
AWARD WINNERS!

PROJECTS ranging from buying books about lllinois
and Sangamon County history for students at the Lin}
coln Magnet School to support their research for th
lllinois History Fair to acquiring National Endowment
for the Humanities reports on 19" Century Farming
that will aid Pleasant Plains Elementary School sixt
graders working on projects associated with the Plea
ant Plains Historical Sd
ville and Broadwell Inn were awarded $250 grant
from the Society to support their efforts. Checks wer
presented to teachers from each school at a spedqi
ceremony January 19 at the Chatham Public Library
held prior to the Soci et
Society treasurer Paul Mueller (left) and Project Com
mittee chair Elaine Birtch (right) share the momen
with (from second left), Scott Morey, treasurer of th
Pleasant Plains Historical Society, Pleasant Plains
Sixth Grade Teacher Debbie Green, and Lincoln Mag-
net School teacher Jodi Mitts.

Three area residents hawmrn and raised in Springrom Colu
been appointed directors dield in a house on Eightlworked as

the Sangamon County HisStreet, south of the Lincoldlaily Des Moines Registe

torical Society to fill vacan-Home. | owao

cies on the board. They are A graduate of Colgatehe first of what would b
James H. Beaumont and Dddniversity in Hamilton, Newthree separate vocations.

Springer, both of Spring¥ork, Beaumont earned a Wh e n
field, and Donna Catlin oima st er 6 s
Sherman.

vice-president of the lllinoisma st er 6 s d e gthoaigh it

State Chamber of Commeradministration from the Unicareers and going back to

in 2002, has long ties to thigersity of lllinois at Spring-schoot-to
area. Born and raised in Ddield.

catur, his father, James, was Following graduationbroker. Beaumont began his

City to Unveil Lincoln Funeral Train
Monument Advanced by Katie Spindell

Sangamon County Historical The ceremony will begin at 10
Society members are invited t.m., a change from the originally

attend the official unveiling of thescheduled 11 a.m. start.
Lincoln Funeral Train Memorial
Monument on Tuesday, Februa%
9 on the west side of the Amtra%
Station, Third Street and Wasré-
ington.

The site marks the spot whe
the funeral train arrived in Spring(-.
field on May 3, 1865, ending a 1t
-day, 1,700 mile journey from
Washington, D.C.

The three foot wide by five

ain made its final stop.
(Continued on page 5)

d e g joleaoffer gronided ao appan-
ism from Columbia Univer-tunity for him to move back
Beaumont, who retired asity in New York City, and ato Decatur, he took it, even

receive training as a stock-

ot high black polished granite
onument, was designed by Soci-
ty member Katie Spindell, who
led the effort to have some type of
storic marker placed at the sta-
on that would show where the ~|;

mbia, Beaumo
a reporter for thg

S | ar g4

Springer, Beaumont, Catlin
fami g]ri{& capeér' i? 'idjlf Shis
e as an lllinois State
Chamber of Commerce
exec, moving to Springfield
with his wife, Mary, and
children. Family members of
the Society, today the Beau-

a

imeant pwitdhihg

Northwestersnto

monts have two married
(Continued on page 7)

The Funeral Train Monument
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MEMBER OF THE MONTH

Oak Ridge

A Li

f eds

|l nspirat.

As a boy, Paul Mueller wandered up afdiendless, a charity that provided tempaall to the individuals. Muller enlisted
down the narrow paths and trid@ed roadsrary quarters for the women and put thestorians and history buffs including Wil-
of Oak Ridge Cemetedysteps away fromchildren put up for adoption. The Homéam Furry, Tony Leone, William Crook,
hi s par &rréqaestly stappmg tofor the Friendless, built in 1865 on thHeuAnn Johnson, Polly Poskin, Nancy Cha-

take a close look at the carvings on the alorner of South Grand and Eighth Strept,i n

and others fito bri

tombstones. For him, it was a fitsand ceased operations in 1904 and wasrazegihet i on, 6 Wor k i ncl ud
lesson in history, one that has shaped ©685. The organization that created tlkentify the individuals buried in the area,
only his broader interests, but also his d@me eventually evolved into the Familyeation of a brochure to explain what the

reer.
i al ways had a love f
Ridge and have been drawn|to

it throughout my i fe,

Mueller, who found himself
even more focused on its h|s-

tory several years ago, after

reading Fl oyd S. Barri
book, A Walk Through Oak
Ridge Cemetenthat was pub
lished by the Society in 196

~

or Oak

0 says

nger 6s

The book, he says, Areally

changed my | ife. o
It inspired him to take one of
the Societybds| Cemetery

Wal ks

i n whi ch fialct or so and

factressesodo dressed in
of the period, provide commep-
tary and dialogue to what might
otherwise be an ordinary tour.
ATo see hundneds of
attend the walks to learn mqare
about the Cemetery and its |n-
habitants gave me great pleps-
ure. | know that many of those
people have come back to the
Cemetery to learn more apd
enjoy the treasures that Oak
Ridge holds, all because of the
Societybs outfreach. o

=

costumes

peopl e

The book and the tours led

Mueller to become a Society membeB,er vi c e

eventually taking a leading role in two afharity.
the walks before joining the board and in A | t

saddened

Center

project was about, and a fundraiser
that allowed the community to un-
derwrite it.

fi am stil/l dr awn |
for the Friendless Memorial, but
now | have peace, knowing these
200 individuals will not be forgot-

ten. The project gave me a deeper
understanding of 0
tory, but most of all | gained a lot of
knowledge and understanding about
our local history and how the com-
munity supported the Home
throughout its history. That same
spirit was evident as we asked for
support to build th
Born in Springfield, Mueller is a
graduate of Ursuline Academy and
received an associ e
Springfield College in lllinois before
receiving a bachel
business management from the Uni-
versity of lllinois in Springfield.

One of three children of Paul and
Judy Mueller, he still has ties to Oak
Ridge where he is employed as a
cemetery assistant, helping families
with preneed and ameed arrange-
ments.

As might be expect
not out with his steady date Lisa

t o Koange, Buelleri spepds imach oféhis leie | d
sure time reading or browsing through
tbook stdres,nf&voribghtantes abbue localv e

2009, becoming its treasurer. The Soci&90 individuals buried in the area reservieitory by a wide range of authors and
was unable to hold a Cemetery Walk tHisr the Home for the Friendless did nbistorians. He also creates stained glass
past year, but Mueller is confident its misiave any individual memorializationAf- works in his home studio. Some of his

sion to tie the people of Sangamon Courttye r r
to its past, will find a new outlet.

eading about

wbork is ©n sale at MastodorB Stater Rark g e
book | found myself drawn back to theutside St. Louis, Missouri, to help support

Barringerds al so deaagdgainandaggmniandé lchew khat soiéEducation Outreach Program.

to push for a memorial for the over 2@0h i n g
women and children displaced by the Civils s u e

had to
to the

d o n Active in\btt gdsdple Cathblic Chucty t
Ce me t 8pringfielsl, héoseraes aks itsocbordimedon farg e

War, who are buried at Oak Ridge. Theyho were receptive to creating a propeshers and greeters and is on its Liturgy

were among orphans and indigent waemorial.

widows brought by boat or train to Spring- AiOver the next

Committee. For the past eight years, he has
t also tayghtdirstsgrade wadigionh dassesute

field and helped by the Home for thiated a plan to build a garden memori@htholic children attending public schools.
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